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4. Assassinations of Mayors by the FMLN: The Commission finds that the General Command of
the FMLN approved the killing of civilian mayors and that the People's Revolutionary Army (ERP)
of the FMLN was responsible for the killing of at least eleven mayors. The Commission cites ERP
commandantes Joaquin Villalobos, Ana Guadelupe Martinez, Mercedes del Carmen Letona, Jorge
Melendez, and Marisol Galindo for having responsibility for the executions. Recommendations The
Truth Commission concluded its report with wide-ranging recommendations aimed at removing
human rights violators from public offices, reforming the justice system and the Armed Forces, as
well as to promote human rights, democracy, the rule of law and national reconciliation. I. Those
cited for human rights abuses in the report. The Commission recommends that those individuals it
found to be responsible for serious abuses of human rights who today hold public or military office
should be removed immediately. They should also not have access to public office, or a public role,
in El Salvador for at least 10 years. They should also be prohibited from ever holding any military
or security responsibility. Based on its investigation, the Commission calls for the removal from
the Salvadoran armed forces or from any other public office of more than 40 military personnel.
They include Minister of Defense General Rene Emilio Ponce; Vice-Minister, General Orlando
Zepeda; Chief of Staff Gen. Gilberto Rubio Rubio, former Air Force commander, General Juan
Rafael Bustillo; former vice-minister for public security, Col. Inocente Montano; Col. Francisco
Elena Fuentes and former commander of the Atlacatl battalion, Col. Oscar Alberto Leon Linares,
among others. All of the above officers are cited for their role in either ordering or concealing
the murder of six Jesuit priests, along with their housekeeper and her daughter. Former National
Guard commander, General Eugenio Vides Casanova, is cited for playing a role in the coverup of the murders of four American religious workers. The Commission also recommends that
former rebel FMLN leaders be barred from holding public office for a decade. They include the
commandantes Joaquin Villalobos, Ana Guadalupe Martinez, and Jorge Melendez, among others.
They are cited as the commanders responsible for the murders of more than 11 civilian mayors.
The Commission also lists Captain Alvaro Saravia and Captain Eduardo Avila for the murder of
Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero. Avila is also cited, along with Lt. Rodolfo Isidro Lopez Sibrian
and Major Mario Denis Moran as being responsible for either ordering or concealing the killings of
three agrarian reform advisers at the Sheraton hotel. The Commission cites some former military
officers who are now deceased, but who played a major role in the civil war. They include former
Major Roberto D'Aubuisson, who is cited for organizing death squads and ordering the murder
of Archbishop Romero. Also cited is deceased Col. Domingo Monterrosa Barrios, for being the
commander in charge of the massacre at El Mozote. The Commission cites civilian participants in
human rights abuses. Among these is Fernando (El Negro) Sagrera, for helping plan the murder of
Archbishop Romero and Hans Christ for assisting in the killing of three agrarian reform experts at
the Sheraton hotel. Rodolfo Antonio Parker Soto, former legal adviser to the Army high command,
is cited for helping conceal the role of senior officers in the killing of the six Jesuit priests. Hector
Antonio Regalado, the former head of security for Roberto D'Aubuisson, is cited for organizing
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and managing death squads. The president of the Supreme Court, Dr. Mauricio Gutierrez Castro is
cited for improper interference in the legal investigation of the massacre of El Mozote. II. The FMLN
In broad terms, the Commission finds the FMLN responsible for having committed "grave acts of
violence" including assassinations, disappearances and kidnappings during the war that violated
human rights and humanitarian law. The Commission received more than 800 denunciations of
grave violations by the FMLN, including nearly 400 killings and over 300 disappearances. The
Commission calls on the FMLN to renounce forever all forms of violence in the pursuit of political
ends.
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